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Dream Tags Charitable Fund 
Grant Report Form 

Complete this report and  
• Send it as an email attachment to tturner@cfwnv.org by the dates specified in your grant 

agreement letter. 
• Include your original project budget—along with a column showing expenditures to date—

with EVERY report.  
• Include your grant number (DT #) in the subject line of EVERY correspondence regarding 

this grant. 
Questions?  Contact Tracy Turner, Community Foundation Program Officer, at tturner@cfwnv.org 
or (775)333-5499 
 

Section A: Grantee Information 

Organization Name:  
Nevada Department of Wildlife 
Phone: 
775-688-1542    

Executive Director: 
 Tony Wasley  

Primary Contact for Report: 
Dr. Lee Turner                                                  

Title: 
Project Manager/Ecologist 

Email: 
leeturner@ndow.org     
Section B: Grant Information 

Check one:              Quarter report    Final report 
 
Project Title (include # and title): 
DT NDOW #27 seeds for 2012-2013 wildfire habitat restoration projects  
Objectives/purpose of the project as stated in the original proposal: 
This funding will be used to supplement seeding projects across several wildfire habitat 
restoration projects. The main focus will be in the highest priority sage grouse habitat burned in 
2012 and 2013. 
Goals/results expected for the project as stated in the original proposal: 
The primary goal of this funding request is to help supplement the total acres that are seeded and 
to add particular species to existing seed mixes. The expected results are increased likelihood of 
success at seeding projects undertaken by the BLM.  
Grant Amount:  
$150,000.00 

Amount requested for this 
reimbursement: 
$150,000.00 

Date: 
June 18, 2014 

Section C: Signatures  
Name of person 
completing this report: 

Dr. Lee Turner Date: 
June 
18, 2014 

mailto:tturner@cfwnv.org
mailto:tturner@cfwnv.org
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DIRECTIONS: Please answer the following questions making sure your numbers 
correspond with the section and question numbers below. Please do not exceed 
TWO pages, single-spaced, 11-12 point font for sections D through G. 

 
Section D: for QUARTERLY and FINAL reports: 

1) Results The Elko BLM had scheduled the Red Cow, Smith Ranch and Weiland fires 
in Elko County for reseeding following fires in 2013 (Figure 1). The NDOW 
partners often with BLM in order to add quantities of seeds, expand total acreage 
seeded and to add particular species to a seed mix. For the above three fires, this 
Dream Tag funding was used to accomplish addition of seed quantities and species 
necessary to restore sage grouse habitat. 

2) Lessons learned Monitoring is underway at the three sites but it will be at least two 
growing seasons before any quantitative assessment of the seedings’ success can be 
determined. The major lesson is that if BLM and NDOW continue to communicate 
and work together, more burned acres may be restored.   

3) Course corrections None so far. The current treatments will be properly assessed 
given time. 

4) Sustainability The sustainability of any postfire seeding hinges on how much 
precipitation falls in the two winters and growing seasons following the seed 
application. We will need to wait another year to assess.  

5) Additional comments The funding provided by the Dream Tag demonstrates that 
larger partnerships are the only way Nevada will be able to truly manage the vast 
resources found on the patchwork of private and public lands. 

 
Section E: Additional Attachments for QUARTERLY and FINAL reports: 

6) Press (Attach any related press clippings.) 
7) Budget (Attach original budget highlighting use of funds to date. Note if there are 

any major variances between proposed budget and actuals.) 
 ORIGINAL PROJECT BUDGET  REIMBURSEMENT REPORT 

Budget Item  
Description* DT $ 

Other 
Funding 
Name** Match $ Total 

Expenditures to 
date DT 

Expenditures to 
date (other 
sources) 

NDOW Related Contributions 
Purchase Seed $150,000 Q1, Ruby >$250,000 >$400,000  150,000.00 250,000.00 
Drill seeding 
application  Q1, Ruby >$200,000 >$200,000  200,000.00 
Aerial application  Q1, Ruby >$150,000 >$150,000  150,000.00 
       
Labor--paid $0 NDOW >$25,000 $>$25,000 $0 25,000.00 
Labor—volunteer***  $0 volunteers >$30,000 $>$30,000  25,000.00 
       
TOTAL $150,000  >$655,000 >$805,000 $150,000 $655,000.00 

 
Section F: Please answer for QUARTERLY reports only 

8) Time (Do you anticipate needing more time to make the necessary adjustments 
outlined above? If so and if we can extend the timeframe for this grant, how will you 
use this time?) 
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Section G: Please answer 9 & 10 for FINAL reports only: 

9) Results Part II Our goal is to continue working to fully restore high quality sage 
grouse habitat across northern Nevada. This work is ongoing and will likely not end 
in the foreseeable future due to the large amounts of burned areas that have returned 
to substandard vegetation/habitat. 

10) Success We monitor the areas that were seeded in order to provide a quantitative 
assessment of the seeding success. This work was begun this year and will continue 
for at least three years at these sites. At that point, any course corrections can be 
noted and action taken. 

11) Tell your story In recent decades, Nevada and the Great Basin have seen large scale 
and negative changes in the frequency and intensity of wildfires in and around sage-
grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) habitat.  Current research shows clearly that fires 
over the past few centuries were on cycles of 40-120 years in sagebrush communities.  
This time frame allowed for regeneration of the sagebrush, grasses and forbs 
necessary to support wildlife such as sage-grouse.  These fires were also on the order 
of a few hundred to several thousands of acres. Currently, wildfires are burning far 
more frequently and in some extreme cases Nevada has areas that have burned three 
times since 1999.  Current fires are burning larger acreages than historically was the 
case. For example, the Murphy fire burned 650,000 acres over a few days in 2007 
and there are numerous such examples across the Great Basin.  
 
One of the primary problems that has led to our current accelerated fire cycles and 
large fire sizes is cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum). Cheatgrass invades sagebrush 
communities and creates a significant fuel source for a fire. Once a sagebrush 
community burns, cheatgrass takes advantage of the open areas and will become the 
dominant vegetation at many sites. It then becomes very difficult to allow for 
desirable vegetation to recolonize on a site and move toward the sagebrush 
communities that support wildlife such as mule deer and sage-grouse. 
 
Sage-grouse require a variety of sagebrush habitats at various stages of their complex 
life history; low statured shrubs for leks, denser stands of taller shrubs mixed with 
forbs and grasses for nesting, wet meadows with diverse species and insect mixes for 
brood rearing and intact sagebrush for over wintering. The major threats to these 
vegetation types over much of Nevada are from wildfire, invasive species and 
Pinyon-Juniper encroachment. 
 
In order to protect existing sage-grouse habitat and begin to address the fire/invasive 
species cycles we are currently in, Nevada needs a sustained long-term program of 
work for the protection and restoration of sagebrush habitat from wildfire, invasive 
annual grasses, and other landscape level threats. These are necessary and critical 
steps in preventing an endangered species act (ESA) listing of the sage-grouse.  The 
program of work must have a reliable source of both short (2012-2015) and long 
(2015-2025) term funding in order for state, federal and other parties to be able to 
adequately plan, inventory, implement and monitor projects on the landscape-scale 
required to address the cheatgrass/wildfire cycle to sustain sage-grouse populations. 
Project work over the near and longer term must be aimed at both public and private 
lands.   
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Figure 1. The Red Cow, Smith Ranch and Weiland Fires in Elko County. These fire 
reseeding efforts are where the Dream Tag funding was utilized.  
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The following pages contain photos from the seeding projects at the Red Cow, Smith 
Ranch and Weiland fires. The Dream Tag funding helped expand all that could be done 
in terms of the spatial extent of the seedings, the blend of seeds used at each site focused 
on species known to be important to sage grouse and to adding quantity to all species 
seeded. 
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