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Application Form

Grantee Requirements & Project Evaluation Criteria
GRANTEE REQUIREMENTS
To be eligible for funding, grantees must adhere to the following requirements:

•     Monies are to be used and/or disbursed exclusively for the charitable uses and purposes.
•     The Dream Tags Fund shall be used exclusively to provide support for the preservation, protection, 

management or restoration of Nevada’s big game and wildlife habitat
•     The Charitable Beneficiaries may include 501(c)(3) organizations and governmental entities. Any grants 

to governmental entities must be made exclusively for public benefit purposes.
•     All grantees will be required to sign a grant agreement stipulating their agreement with all of the 

terms, conditions, and reporting requirements.
•     To maintain eligibility to receive grant funds, each Charitable Beneficiary must comply at all times with 

the following requirements:
1.   Charitable Beneficiaries must be exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501(c)(3)

of the Code;
2.   Charitable Beneficiaries shall use all Fund distributions toward projects that are appropriate 

and legal public expenditures;
3.   Charitable Beneficiaries must provide financial details and/or reports of their organizations 

upon request;
4.   Charitable Beneficiaries must not use any Fund distributions for political contributions or 

political advocacy;
5.   Charitable Beneficiaries must implement the projects, activities, and/or programs for which

they received Fund distributions as agreed upon in the grant acceptance agreement, or must 
return all such distributions to the Community Foundation forthwith;

6.   Charitable Beneficiaries must provide the Community Foundation with quarterly reports 
detailing the activities of their projects and/or programs; and

7.   Charitable Beneficiaries must sign an agreement regarding their compliance with the
qualifications hereof.

PROJECT EVALUATION CRITERIA
Each proposal will be evaluated on criteria that include but are not limited to:

•     Measurable outcomes in accordance with the exclusive goal of the Dream Tags Charitable Fund.
•     Monitoring and reporting to learn from the project and track project accomplishments.
•     Closeness of project focus to areas of funding emphasis (on-the-ground habitat improvements).
•     Readiness of sponsoring organization to undertake and complete project.
•     Opportunities to partner with others to leverage funds and accomplish larger outcomes.
•     Consistency with established Dream Tags Charitable Fund operations (timeline, match, etc.).
•     Impact on preservation, protection, management, or restoration of Nevada’s big game and wildlife 

habitat
•     Absence of negative or unintended consequences.
•     Solutions to known problems as identified through past research and monitoring.
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Organization Information
Organization Name* 
Nevada Department of Wildlife

Organization Type* 
Governmental Entity

EIN 
If the organization is a 501c3, please include the EIN#.

88-6000022

Director of Organization* 
Alan Jenne

Project Contact Name* 
Moira Kolada

Project Contact Postion/Title* 
Habitat Biologist

Project Contact Email* 
mkolada@ndow.org

Project Contact Phone Number* 
77-289-1655

Organization Mission* 
To protect, conserve, manage and restore wildlife and its habitat for the aesthetic, scientific, educational, 
recreational, and economic benefits to citizens of Nevada and the United States, and to promote the safety of 
persons using vessels on the waters of Nevada.
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Project Information
Project Name* 
Name of Project.

DT #120 Duck and Cave Creeks Protection and Restoration

Amount Requested* 
$100,000.00

Project Start Date* 
07/01/2026

Project End Date* 
03/01/2027

This funding will be used to:* 
Complete this sentence with a max of 2 sentences.

To install protection fencing along portions of Duck and Cave creeks to prevent further degradation of the 
meadows and aspen. In addition, the Department will install low-tech stream restoration structures to 
promote restoration to occur on degraded creek reaches.

This project is on:* 
Check all that apply

Public land

Are government permits or decision documents needed for the project?* 
No

If so, are those permits and decision documents already secured? 
If permits and decision documents are needed but not yet secured, in #4 of the Narrative Requirements provide a 
list of permits and documents needed and a schedule for securing them.
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Previous Funding from Dream Tags Charitable Fund
Has your organization received other grants from the Dream Tags Fund?* 
Yes

If yes, please include the following information for all previously funded projects: 
• Date awarded

• Project # and Title

• Amount of award

Please attach additional pages as needed to list ALL previously funded projects.
FY13 DT #7   Overland Pass/Big Wash Sage Grouse and Mule Deer Habitat Improvement Project
FY15 DT #36 Mud and Upper and Lower Scott Springs Habitat Enhancement Project
FY17 DT #41 Seeds for 2016 Wildfire Habitat Restoration $100K
FY17 DT #42 2016 Wildfire Habitat Restoration $125K
FY18 DT #45 2017 Wildfire Habitat Restoration Funds
FY19 DT #58 Wildlife Habitat Restoration Projects 
FY19 DT #61 Cave Valley Ranch Pinyon and Juniper Removal Project
FY21 DT #67 Emergency Proposal-2020 Wildfire Habitat Restoration Projects and Treatment Effectiveness 
Monitoring
FY21 DT #68 Emergency Proposal-Southern Nevada Guzzler Fill
FY22 DT #72 Emergency Fire Rehab 
FY22 DT #73 Nelson Creek Habitat Improvement Project 
FY22 DT #74 Whistler Mountain Pinyon Juniper Hand Thinning Project 
FY22 DT #75 Douglas Canyon 2021
FY22 DT # 76 Smith Valley 2021
FY22 DT #80 2022 Wildfire Habitat Restoration Projects and Treatment Effectiveness Monitoring 
FY22 DT #81 Dry Valley Rim and Parsnip Fire Seeding Project 
FY23 DT #84 Pole Canyon Ranch Conservation Easement 
FY23 DT #86 FY24 Wildcat Fire Mule Deer Migration Corridor Bitterbrush Planting
FY23 DT # 87 2023 Wildfire Habitat Restoration Projects and Treatment Effectiveness Monitoring
FY23 DT # 88 Waking Spring Project 
FY23 DT #89 Pole Canyon Easement Access (Fence)
FY23 DT #90 Parrado Purchase 
FY24 DT # 91South Schells Land Acquisition 
FY24 DT # 97 Sheep Creek Habitat Improvement Project
FY24 DT # 92 2024 Wildfire Habitat Restoration & Treatment Effectiveness Monitoring 
FY24 DT # 95 Granite Range Mule Deer Habitat Restoration 
FY25 DT # 102 Management Area 7 Fence Removal and Modification in Mule Deer Migration Corridors 
FY25 DT # 104 North Pequop Mountains & Murdock Mountain Habitat Enhancement 
FY25 DT # 107 Area 7 Mule Deer Winter Range Habitat Restoration
FY25 DT # 109 Northwestern Nevada Large-Scale Rangeland Restoration
FY25 DT # 110 Management Area 10 Fence Modification and Removal in Mule Deer Migration Corridors
FY25 DT # 112 Sheep Creek Range Restoration, Phase 2 - Facilitating Succession for Mule Deer Survival
FY25 DT # 113 Eastern Nevada Antelope Collaring Project
FY25 DT # 115 Emergency Proposal - 2025 Drought Management of Water Developments and Bighorn 
Sheep
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Description of Project Under Consideration
Indicate the description that best fits the project you are proposing* 
Mark no more than three categories.
A. Improve, protect, or restore habitat, especially big game habitat
B. Embrace unique opportunities for advancing the mission of wildlife conservation in NV

Narrative Requirements
1.) How do the specific project goals and measurable outcomes tie to the project 
description?* 

All projects are required to have measurable outcomes.
To restore these riparian areas, we propose the use of several Low-Tech Process-Based Restoration (LTPBR) 
structures that will proactively restore the stream and improve floodplain connectivity. Cave Creek would 
benefit from the installation of beaver dam analogues (BDAs), post-assisted log structures (PALS). Duck Creek 
would also benefit from one or both of these methods as well, however, the degradation and incision along 
Duck Creek is not as severe as what is observed in Cave Creek. It is estimated that Cave Creek will need 
between 35 and 50 structures and Duck Creek will need between 10 and 30 structures. Because of the nature 
of the LTPBR work, the exact number of structures will not be determined until work begins.

In addition, we propose installing fencing at both sites to provide rest from livestock grazing and to prevent 
unauthorized motorized use by recreationalists. 6,255 linear feet of fence will be required at Cave Creek and 
5,567 linear feet at Duck Creek. 

2.) Describe the project location.* 
State held portions of Duck and Cave creeks and their associated riparian areas including meadow and aspen 
stands located within the Schell Creek Range, approximately 10 miles east/southeast of Ely, NV.

3.) Project Description* 
Include site map and aerial photos if applicable/possible as an attachment.
Cave and Duck Creek Maps and Photos.docx
Aspen has declined 60 to 90% throughout the West and in Nevada, with many current aspen stands 
containing old-age or single-age trees that have not successfully regenerated for 80 years or longer. The 
decline of aspen communities has been largely attributed to declines in natural disturbances (e.g., fire 
suppression in the surrounding landscape) and increases in ungulate herbivory. Meadow degradation caused 
by channel incision and overuse leading to the loss of wetland species is also prevalent in Nevada. While 
healthy, resilient aspen stands and meadows can withstand or recolonize after a disturbance, unhealthy or 
stressed meadows and stands are likely to be lost.  

Duck Creek is a small perennial stream that flows into Duck Creek Basin that supports Brown Trout (Salmo 
trutta), Brook Trout (Salelinus fontinalis) and Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss). The portion of the 
creek that is proposed to be fenced also supports a small wet meadow that is the headwaters of Duck Creek 
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proper. The surrounding vegetation includes an aspen stand that is showing limited regeneration and 
decadent, overgrazed yellow willow and coyote willow. The ecological health of this section of stream is 
important to downstream productivity that supports a very popular stream fishery and to natural wildfire 
breaks on the landscape. 

Cave Creek is the largest perennial water source to Cave Lake, and it is a tributary to Steptoe Creek that 
provides water to the popular fishery, Comins Lake. Two species of trout occupy Cave Creek, Rainbow Trout, 
Brown Trout. Rainbow Trout are stocked annually in Cave Lake and make their way into Cave Creek; 
however, Brown Trout are not regularly stocked and prior to 2025, they had not been stocked into the system 
in over 50 years. Cave Creek is an important component to the Cave Lake fishery, as it serves as the spawning 
grounds for wild Brown Trout to reproduce and recruit back into the lake population. This system has been 
productive in the past, contributing to the state record Brown Trout being caught in Cave Lake in 1984, 
weighing 27-pounds 5 ounces and measuring 33 inches in length. To reach this level of productivity again, the 
habitat along and within Cave Creek will need to be restored to historic conditions.  

The primary factor contributing to poor stream health at both sites is headcutting which has led to incised 
banks and a loss of connection to the floodplain. The portion of Duck Creek that is targeted for restoration 
receives heavy use from both livestock and recreationists. The proposed riparian fencing will provide the 
necessary rest period to support aspen regeneration and meadow restoration through the installation of low 
tech processed based restoration structures (LTPBRS).  The section of stream where restoration is proposed 
for Cave Creek was part of a previous meadow restoration project where the meadow was rested from 
grazing for a decade by the previous owner. Despite these efforts, resting the meadow did not improve the 
health of the stream, highlighting that resting alone was insufficient to repair the incised banks and restore 
natural floodplain connectivity and that LTPBRS are needed. 

By improving stream health and protection of important but sensitive habitats, we expect both the aspen and 
meadow communities to improve. Healthy aspen and meadow communities have exceedingly high 
biodiversity. Both produce forage for wildlife and domestic livestock. Healthy riparian communities are 
characterized by well-developed, dense stands (or ground cover), exhibiting multi-age structures that 
provide benefits to wildlife dependent upon the diverse nature of these communities. Given the high 
biodiversity found in these communities, it is no surprise that many species of conservation priority utilize 
these communities for various life stages. A variety of birds and mammals, including many species that are 
classified as species of conservation priority, utilize mid-story structure and herbaceous/shrub understory 
for forage, nesting, and protective cover.  

In addition to these ecological and wildlife benefits, these proposed actions will increase recreational value at 
the site, as well as downstream of the site. Improving wildlife habitat will likely increase utilization by wildlife 
(terrestrial and aquatic), therefore allowing the public to interact with that wildlife through wildlife viewing, 
fishing, and hunting.

Beyond fish and wildlife values, restoring riparian and meadow systems provides a wide range of additional 
benefits. Healthy riparian corridors act as natural fire breaks by maintaining bands of green vegetation and 
pooling water that can slow or stop the spread of wildfire. At the watershed scale, riparian restoration 
improves water quality by filtering sediment and nutrients, stabilizes streambanks, and helps recharge 
groundwater. Importantly, restored meadows and riparian systems also benefit livestock producers by 
providing more reliable forage, improved watering opportunities, and greater resilience to drought. Together, 
these benefits highlight the value of riparian restoration and disturbance control not only for ecological 
health but also for agricultural operations, community resilience, and long-term resource sustainability.
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4.) Permitting* 
Provide a permitting schedule for your project along with your plan for getting the required permits and decision 
documents. Be sure to include the cost of permitting/decision documents as a line item in your budget.

Permits and decision documents are not required, as the lands are held by the State of Nevada and managed 
by the Nevada Department of Wildlife.

5.) If future phases of the project will be needed, identify anticipated sources of 
funding.* 
No future phases of the project are anticipated at this time.

6.) Identify the principals involved in leading or coordinating the project or 
activity.* 
Moira Kolada, Nevada Department of Wildlife

7.) Number of staff positions involved in project.* 
Identify how many staff will be full-time and how many will be part-time.
“Fulltime” means 100% of their staff position will be dedicated to this project; “part-time” means only a portion of 
their staff position will be dedicated to this project.
1-part-time staff

8.) Number of volunteers involved in project and an estimated number of 
volunteer hours.* 
0

9.) Timeline of Project* 
List key dates and include project milestones. Note: Be realistic in your estimate of dates and milestones. List any 
factors that may cause a delay in implementing and/or completing the project.

**Note: Funding will not be provided for work performed prior to grant approval.
Fencing Contract released for bid—June 2026
Protection fence installation—July 2026-March 2027
Installation of LTPBRS July 2026 to November 2026 (depending on flows)
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10.) What factors will indicate a successful project?* 
The most immediate factor indicating a successful project will be the installation of the riparian protection 
fence.  Other factors such as meadow and aspen regeneration will take several growing seasons, though we 
expect to see some increases in the first growing season (depending on precipitation events.  The installation 
of the LTPBRS will have some immediate effects such create water pools however long-term effects such as 
deposition of sediment and improvement of headcutting will take several years.

Grant Match
All applicants must provide a match of at least 25 percent for dollars requested. The match may be with funding 
and/or in-kind services.

If Volunteer Labor is used, it must be documented and valued at a maximum of $35.00 per hour.

Total grant match to be provided.* 
Total Match = Cash + In-Kind

$627,220.00

Cash 
$627,220.00

For the cash portion, is the funding already being held by the applicant for this 
project? 
No

In-kind 
**Note: Provide an itemized breakdown of volunteer match in your budget with rationale.

Description of matching funds/in- kind donations.* 
$564,220.55 in hand
$62,999.45 seeking from Heritage, funding notification would be received in June
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Attachments
Project Budget* 
Provide detail on line-item expenditures and show which costs are to be paid for by the Dream Tags Charitable 
Fund grant, which expenses will be paid by other sources of funding, and which will be paid for with in-kind 
services. Note: Indirect/overhead expenses cannot exceed 25 percent.

Grants from the Dream Tags Charitable Fund are paid on a reimbursable basis for actual expenditures only. Craft 
your budget in such a way that requests for reimbursement correspond to the original budget. Please contact 
Lauren Sgandurra, Director of Donor Services at CFNN, at laurens@nevadafund.org for a Sample Budget 
Template if needed.

Cave and Duck Creek Budget.docx

Supplemental Attachments 
Please upload any additional attachments here.
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   Cave and Duck Creek Maps and Photos.docx
•   Cave and Duck Creek Budget.docx
 







Cave Creek.  Note incising in the foreground. This area and similar areas are proposed to have low 
tech processed based restoration structures installed.  

Duck Creek.  This creek is located within the aspen stand pictured below.  Vehicle access will be 
restricted to the creek, however there is no road on the far side of the creek.



Duck Creek aspen stand. This stand is proposed for protection fencing.  Camping will still be 
permitted outside of the fence.



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUDGET REIMBURSEMENT REPORT

Budget Item  
Description* DT $

Other Funding 
Name** Match $ Total

Expenditures 
to date DT
(cumulative)

Expenditures 
to date (other 
sources-
cumulative)

Current 
Request

 
Design/Engineering $ $ $ $xx,xxx $xxx
Permitting $ $ $  $x,xxx
Labor--paid $ $ $ $x,xxx $x,xxx
Labor--volunteer 
($20/hr) $ $ $x,xxx $x,xxx
Construction $ $ $  
Materials $10,000.00 AB 578/Heritage $10,000.00 $20,000.00  
Other (Fence 
Contract) $90,000.00 AB578/Heritage $617,220.00 $707,220.00  

Overhead (max 
25%) $ Own agency $ $  

 
TOTAL $100,000.00 $627,220.00* $727,220.00 $xx.xxx $x,xxx $x,xxx

*$564,220.55 in hand
  $62,999.45 seeking 
from Heritage, funding 
notification would be 
received in June.

 
If project is to be implemented in phases, please separate 
budget into each phase.  


